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The Ministry of Industry and 
Trade of Russia supports Shcheki-
noazot more than any other enter-
prise, and this is no coincidence: 
the company is quickly becoming 
one of the leaders of methanol 
production in the country, its in-
vestment projects are substantial, 
and all their past experience casts 
no doubt on the success of new 
programs.

The data were announced at 
a meeting with the Head of the 
Ministry of Economic Develop-
ment of the Russian Federation 
Maxim Oreshkin, and the heads 
of regional enterprises. We re-
call that the new 
Head of the de-
partment began 
his acquaintance 
with the regions 
in Tula oblast.

«The econom-
ic indicators sig-
nificantly exceed 
those of the aver-
age Russian company. The region 
is indeed at an advanced level. 
The Ministry’s task is to not pre-
vent the regions from developing, 
and to understand what issues 
they are currently dealing with 
and how we can help and sup-
port,» the minister stated in his 
welcoming speech.

And there was no need to 
ask the industrialists twice. The 
chemical industry is a separate 
topic.

After a brief recap of the 
company’s success, president of 
Shchekinoazot Boris Sokol noted 
that the company’s extensive ex-
perience in the domestic and for-
eign markets allows it to make a 
number of proposals to promote 
the development of the economy 

and industry, and 
increase the in-
vestment appeal 
of the chemical 
complex and the 
competitiveness 
of domestic pro-
ducers.

« C u r r e n t l y , 
the possibility of 

the government no longer regu-
lating gas prices supplied by Gaz-
prom, including to organizations 
that export gas processing prod-
ucts and gas chemical products 
at facilities put into operation 
after January 1 of this year with 
the aid of investment projects is 
being discussed. That is, if this 

provision is approved, all new 
chemical enterprises that use gas 
as a raw material and export the 
final product will fall under its 
requirements. And this will neg-
atively affect the industrial sector 
and cease all new investments,» 
explained Mr. Sokol.

He also noted that the cost of 
natural gas in Russia is no longer 
the main competitive advantage, 
and in the event of an increase in 
prices, the entire point of invest-
ment will disappear altogether.

The chemical complex is one 
of the most knowledge-intensive 
industries, where innovations 
come at high costs and give rise 
to the main problems of the in-

dustry. These include equipment 
worn down to 80–85 % of its orig-
inal state, obsolete technologies, 
the lack of a modern research and 
development base, the need to 
acquire foreign technologies and 
expensive import licenses, and as 
a result, the long payback period 
of new projects (7–10 years).

«We propose, as part of the 
state support of industrial enter-
prises, to consider the possibil-
ity of granting subsidies for the 
acquisition of highly effective 
licenses and technologies,» the 
president of Shchekinoazot sug-
gested.

«A further increase in tariffs 
and the preservation of export 

surcharges for the transporta-
tion of goods lead to an increase 
in transportation costs for com-
panies. This will have a direct 
impact on the appeal of invest-
ment projects and the competi-
tiveness of the Russian industry» 
explained Boris Sokol.

He also drew attention to the 
need to equalize customs duties 
for the import and export of in-
dustrial chemicals. Summing up 
his speech, the Head of Shchek-
inoazot listed a number of other 
factors that hinder the creation 
of a sustainable business environ-
ment and affect the investment 
appeal of the industry.

«In general, despite all the 
difficulties we have had to over-
come, we have accomplished a lot 
in the last 15 years and have an 
equally serious investment pro-
gram for the next 5 to 7 years,» 
the president of Shchekinoazot 
summed up.

As governor Alexey Dyumin 
noted after the speeches of the 
industrialists, it is important for 
the leaders of Tula enterprises 
understand that without the sup-
port of the Ministry of Econom-
ic Development of the Russian 
Federation in the listed areas, 
further advanced development is 
impossible.

– The main task of the feder-
al authorities is to ensure that 
enterprises are not afraid of un-
expected changes that «might 
possibly derail a project.» One of 
the key results of the meeting 
was also the response of compa-
nies and the prompt resolution of 
their issues. We agreed that the 
enterprises will form a list of re-
quests, which we will answer in 
the shortest possible time,» the 
Head of the Ministry of Economic 
Development said in summation 
of the meeting.
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Initiatives of practitioners

Prospects for single-industry towns

The chemical industry in Tula oblast shows steady growth  
at an average of 5 % annually, and the bulk of investment  

in the industry is concentrated in several major enterprises.

Ten percent of the total population of Russia live in 319 single-industry towns.  
But many of these territories are experiencing difficulties as city-forming enterprises 

lose their labor force for various reasons. The data were announced in Aleksin  
at a meeting on the development of single-industry towns, which was held by  

the Minister of Economic Development of the Russian Federation Maxim Oreshkin.

At the meeting in Tula, the new Head of the Ministry of Economic Development named our region among Russian 
leaders in terms of economic performance

«In this context, Aleksin is an illustra-
tive example: 3 thousand people work at 
the Tyazhpromarmatura enterprise, and 
the total size of the employable population 
of the city is 35 thousand. The loss of jobs 
here would lead to a difficult situation that 
would be hard to break out of,» the Head of 
the Ministry of Economic Development fore-
warned. «The main thing now is to turn that 
negative spiral around that single-industry 
towns typically fall into. This can be done 
in part by creating jobs in other enterprises».

According to the minister, solving the 
problems of single-industry towns is one of 
the priorities of Russia’s government, and 
therefore support for initiatives by the local 
authorities in this area is guaranteed.

«The main task we set for ourselves is 
not just to keep the situation under con-

trol, but also to make the single-industry 
towns of our region territories of advanced 
development and towns full of new oppor-
tunities,» Yury Adrianov, chairman of the 
regional government, stated to the minister.

We recall that there are five such munic-
ipalities in Tula oblast: Aleksin and Efremov 
urban districts, the towns of Belyov and 
Suvorov, and the Pervomaisky work settle-
ment. Eleven percent of the total popula-
tion of the region live in these areas.

Alexander Tsybulsky, deputy head of the 
department, shared how the support and 
development of single-industry towns in 
Russia is seen in the Ministry of Economic 
Development of the Russian Federation.

«We launched a system for the integrat-
ed monitoring of socio-economic develop-
ment, and we monitor the dynamics online. 
The main goal is new jobs, as the modern-
ization of industries results in the reduction 
of a large number of employees. In order to 

employ them, we have to create 230 thou-
sand new jobs for all single-industry towns 
by the end of 2019, and 600 thousand be-
fore 2025,» said Tsybulsky.

He also focused in particular on the 
possibility of creating areas of advanced 
socio-economic development (TOSER). This 
is essentially an economic zone with pref-
erential taxation, simplified administrative 
procedures and other privileges, created to 
attract investments, accelerate economic 
development and improve the life of the 
population.

«Eleven TOSERs have already been creat-
ed, and another 12 applications are under 
consideration. It is necessary to attract res-
idents to these territories, and in this area 
we expect the most active work from the 
regions,» the deputy minister emphasized.

Meanwhile, one has to be able to put to 
good use all the tools the federal govern-
ment offers. This is what the Head of the 

«Integrated development of single-industry 
towns» priority program Irina Makieva in-
sisted on:

«We provide training for teams from sin-
gle-industry towns. Among the attendees 
should definitely be the head of administra-
tion, as our course explains how to fully uti-
lize all possible support measures in their 
work».

The Head of the administration of Alek-
sin Pavel Fyodorov has first-hand knowl-
edge about the educational cycle for the 
training of management teams: at the end 
of last year, he and his colleagues passed 
professional retraining at Skolkovo. Now I 
am ready to share my plans for the develop-
ment of the territory:

«We do not see a future without the 
modernization of production. We also 
formed several key projects for the urban 
environment. All this is designed to create 
comfortable living conditions for people, 
which means that we also need to develop 
the service sector.

«It is important to understand that solv-
ing the problems of single-industry towns 
is in the hands of the residents and local 
authorities themselves. Involving people 
and knowing their real needs — this is the 
key to success in general,» Oreshkin said in 
summation.
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